The Levy Update

Pastors are Off on Fridays

Wednesday, February 4th

Library Hours 5:15 p.m.—5:45 p.m.

Call to Dinner at 5:30 PM—Cost: $10 for Adults; $5 for kids
4-12 & kids 3 & under are free. (R.S.V.P. by noon
Tuesday).

Menu: Beef Enchiladas, Salsa, Cheese Dip & Chips,
Mexican Rice & Cheesecake

Bible Drills 6:15 to 7:00 p.m. in Children’s Library

Midweek Prayer & Praise at 6:15 p.m.

Sanctuary Choir rehearsal at 7:00 p.m.

Sunday, February 8th

Library Hours 8:30 a.m. to 9:00 a.m.
Sunday School at 9:00 a.m.

Kids Worship/Kingdom Kids at 10:15 a.m.
Morning Worship at 10:15 a.m.

Souper Bowl Lunch

Torchlighters for Kids at 6:00 p.m.

Levy at Nite at 6:00 p.m.

Wednesday, February 11th

Library Hours 5:15 p.m.—5:45 p.m.

Call to Dinner at 5:30 PM—Cost: $10 for Adults; $5 for kids
4-12 & kids 3 & under are free. (R.S.V.P. by noon
Tuesday).

Menu: Lasagna, Green Beans, Caesar Salad, Garlic Bread
& Peach Cobbler

Bible Drills 6:15 to 7:00 p.m. in Children’s Library

Midweek Prayer & Praise at 6:15 p.m.

Sanctuary Choir rehearsal at 7:00 p.m.
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A wenmorial gift has beew recelved in memory of
Maria Cunningham by:
_John cunningham

)
We are pleased to welcome
Miss Kennedy
Holland, Miss Arkansas, who
will be speaking during the
Morning Worship Service on
Sunday, February 22.

THE VALUE OF CHRISTIAN COMMUNITY AND FRIENDSHIPS

The Church is one of the greatest gifts to the believer. In it, we find the opportunity to gather
with other like-minded believers, worship the one true God, hold one another accountable,
encourage one another, and sharpen one another as we seek to follow the Word faithfully.

Y The U.S. Surgeon General said, “We’re experiencing a public health crisis or an epidemic of
loneliness.” While we’re more digitally connected than ever before, our isolation is
staggering, leading to a wide range of highly unhealthy outcomes.

=4 | could list Bible verses now until the next Open Door issue that address community. [ron
sharpens iron, two are better than one, bear one another’s burdens, and on and on it could go. We were meant
to be together as brothers and sisters in Christ to encourage one another in the backdrop of a discouraging
world.

Christian friendships and meaningful community are among the reasons the church gathers together each
week and midweek. Community is nearly impossible to build apart from one another. It takes effort and
intentionality to build and connect in the trenches of life.

If I can encourage you in a few things:

1. Show up for the Lord and for one another. We don’t come to church for a social gathering, but primarily
to worship the Lord. As we do, we gather around others who share a heartbeat for the same end. What an
encouraging place to be.

2. Be intentional about building relationships with one another. We’re all walking through hills and
valleys. Both great and hard things are part of our daily experience. Know that as you walk the halls of this
church, those passing by can always use your kindness and encouragement. Don’t rush past one another!

3. Be a friend. We’ve all been through things when sweet, Christlike friends have come to our aid. When you
watch others around you walk through hardships, don’t assume someone else will be there. Be that friend.
Call, text, send a note, take a meal, or stop by for a visit. Be the friend you’d want in that season.

As we’ve heard many times and in many ways, “We need Jesus, and we need each other.”

You are loved, prayed for, and deeply appreciated!

Dear Bro. Steven & Fellow Levytes,
I would like to thank all that lifted me
& my family up in many prayers & for

the very pretty flowers sent to me.

My recovery isn’t over, however, I’'m

feeling so much better!

I appreciate you all & miss being at

Levy.
In Dearest Christian Love,
Jennifer Dixon & Family

'Our youth are planning a
trip to Orlando, Florida,
during this year’s Southern
Baptist Convention. The
first fundraiser to support
this trip will be Souper
Bowl Sunday, February
8. Plan to stay for lunch,
enjoy a warm meal, and make a donation to
help our youth on their upcoming journey.

®

We are delighted to
| weleome instrumentalists
from Little Rock’s Swing
Band as they join us on
Sunday morning,
February 15, for our
annual Jazz Service.

Mark Your Calendars!
Sunday, February 15,2026

d Join us after the morning worship
B4 service for our Annual Cajun Meal &
V. Fellowship!

4 There is no cost for the meal, but

3 please let the church know by

v & Wednesday, February 12 if you plan
=@ to attend.

Bl Menu includes: Red Beans & Rice *
Sausage & Chicken

Jambalaya ¢ Creamy Corn Maque Choux *

Smothered Green Beans ¢ Hot Water Cornbread ¢ Pecan

Praline Bread Pudding

Donations will be received to help provide bag meals for our
Food Pantry and Blessing Box. Come enjoy good food,
sweet fellowship, and a chance to bless others!
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“For a Cause Worthy of a Blessing”

In the early church there was a gracious phrase used when a believer could
not be present for worship for a legitimate reason. They would say, “Absent

—— w ¥ for a cause worthy of a blessing.”

» Now, there are times when it is both wise and right to be absent from the

-, house of God. If you are sick, shut-in with an infirmity, caring for someone
in need, or facing severe and dangerous weather, that absence is not a
failure—it is a necessity. In such cases, God grants grace, and that absence
itself becomes a blessing.

- But beloved, don’t confuse reasons with excuses. A reason is something
beyond your control; an excuse is something of your choosing. A reason
"ws honors God; an excuse replaces God.

% When we stay away because of sports, yard work, social engagements, or
simple convenience, that is not a cause worthy of a blessing—it is a
declaration of misplaced priorities. And whenever anything is chosen
before the Lord, it is not an absence—it is a substitution.

God understands our limitations, but He also examines our loyalties. Reasons receive grace; excuses reveal the
heart.

www. lgvgbaptist.com

“The Open Door of Levy Baptist Church is published at irregular intervals.”
’pﬂl POSTMASTER: Please do not hold. Dated Material.
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